
Snowy 2.0 environmental vandalism



Snowy 2.0 pumped hydro battery

“The Turnbull Government will start work on an electricity game-changer: the plan for the Snowy Mountains Scheme 2.0.  
This plan will increase the generation of the Snowy Hydro scheme by 50%, adding 2000 megawatts of renewable energy 

to the National Electricity Market”
Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister of Australia (15 March 2017, less than two weeks after being proposed by Snowy Hydro)

Expectation (March 2017) Reality (August 2023)
$2 billion >$20 billion (incl. transmission)
built in 4 years (2021) 13+ years (2029+) 
no taxpayer contribution $1.4 billion so far
bring down electricity prices will increase prices (Snowy Hydro Report)

add 2000 MW renewable energy Snowy 2.0 is a battery not a generator

https://www.malcolmturnbull.com.au/media/securing-australias-energy-future-with-snowy-mountains-2.0
https://npansw.org.au/2019/10/22/snowy-2-0-will-push-up-electricity-prices/


Snowy 2.0 is NOT renewable NOR ‘green’
• ‘conventional hydro’ is renewable, pumped hydro is not
• Snowy 2.0 is simply a water battery
• loses >25% in the pumping/generation cycle (+ transmission losses, two-ways)

• 1.5 MWh of pumping produces 1.0 MWh of generation
• a net load, not a net generator
• more inefficient than other pumped hydro (27 km between reservoirs – world’s longest) and chemical batteries



Snowy 2.0 project area 
50,000 ha (500 km2) of Kosciuszko National Park

Snowy 2.0 Project Area



Environmental destruction in Kosciuszko NP
• 50,000 ha project area; 1,680 ha physically disturbed; 1,053 ha totally lost, including 992 ha of habitat 

for 14 threatened species
• >10 million tonnes of excavated spoil dumped in the Park, four sites, 55 ha
• >100 km of roads and tracks upgraded/built 
• four 330 kV overhead lines, 8 km, easement swathe 120-140m
• depressed water table and stream flows above tunnels
• pest fish pumped from Talbingo to Tantangara

o spread throughout the Snowy Mountains
o into the Murrumbidgee, Murray and Snowy Rivers
o devastating indigenous fish stocks and trout fishing
o wiping out a critically endangered species

• visual blight of infrastructure in pristine bush

Covers a football field
to a height of 3 km

Redfin Perch – Class 1 noxious pest



Florence (the tunnel boring machine)

• commissioned 22 March 2022
• designed to excavate 30 to 50 metres/day
• currently ‘paused’ under a 9 metre deep ‘surface depression’
• bored 150 metres in 17 months, 300 millimetres/day
• boring the 15-kilometre-long headrace tunnel will take: 

o 150 years at current ‘speed’, or
o 7 years at the ‘speed’ of Eileen and Kirsten (6 metres/day)



Snowy 2.0 Transmission Connection
through Kosciuszko National Park

TransGrid EIS map 
- labels added



Overhead lines will dominate Kosciuszko landscape

TransGrid photomontage

• four 330kV circuits
• 8 km through KNP, 1 km 

through Bago SF
• two sets of side-by-side 

steel lattice towers up to 
75m tall
• 26 wires per tower (52 in 

total)
• cleared easement swathe 

120-140-200m wide
• 10 km of access tracks

(TransGrid photomontages)



Visible over 200 square kms

TransGrid EIS diagram



• proposed lines will be 4 times the bulk of existing 330 kV lines in KNP
• easement for overhead lines will be ~8 times width of underground cable trench (worst U/G option)
• no easement or access tracks required for tunnel (best U/G option)

4x more intrusive than existing lines

Bushwalkers at 
base of towers 
(>20 stories high)



Universal opposition to overhead lines

• Open Letter (Jan 2021) from 24 environmental organisations and 50 experts called for underground lines
• Labor Party, Greens and most opposition parties and independents called for lines to be underground
• “Of the 40 [EIS] submissions, 65% opposed the project, 35% provided advice/comments and no submissions 

(0%) provided support for the project” (TransGrid RTS extract)

https://npansw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Snowy-2.0-Transmission-Connection-Projec-Open-Letter-to-Ministers-Stokes-and-Kean-with-Background-Paper-1.pdf


12.6.1 Management Objective
Telecommunication and electricity infrastructure are managed in ways that minimise 
adverse impacts on the values of the park and other users.

Policies and Actions

4.  Wherever possible, the Service [NPWS] will seek agreement on:
• The rationalising, undergrounding or rerouting of high impact lines or sections of lines; and
• The removal of all redundant infrastructure and the rehabilitation of disturbed easements and roads no longer 

required.

6.  Require all additional telecommunication and transmission lines to be located underground.

The Amendment approved by the former NSW Government on 1 Sep 2022  
replaces 12.6.1.6 with:

6. Require all additional telecommunication and transmission lines to be located underground, except those 
constructed as part of the Snowy 2.0 project.

New overhead transmission lines were prohibited 
in 2006 Kosciuszko Plan of Management



• Only reason for going overhead is to save Snowy Hydro the extra cost of undergrounding

• Snowy Hydro ‘knew the rules’ and should have factored underground transmission in its Snowy 2.0 Business 
Case – it was arrogant not to

• NPWS was complicit in allowing overhead lines:
“TransGrid has consulted with NPWS who advised that the KNP POM would be amended in due course to reflect the requirement to connect 
Snowy 2.0 to the grid via an overhead transmission connection” (Snowy 2.0 EIS, 23 Feb 2021)

• Snowy 2.0 is an underground project:
• power station 800m underground; 40 km of tunnels

• 3 km transmission connection from Snowy 2.0 underground station to Lobs Hole (tunnel)

• electricity line from Lobs Hole to Marica (horizontal directional drilling) and extending to Tantangara (trench & HDD)

• underground cables have advantages:
• far less environmental impact, no visual blight (if in tunnels)

• less outages

• no exposure to bushfires, lightning strikes or wild weather

• underground is the norm internationally
• 1967: last overhead line built in Kosciuszko National Park 

• 1976: last overhead line built through a NSW National Park

Snowy Hydro knew overhead transmission lines
were prohibited in Kosciuszko



NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT 1974 
Preparation of Plans of Management and amendments

(the following sections apply to both)

72 PREPARATION OF PLANS OF MANAGEMENT

(1) The Secretary--

(a) shall cause a plan of management to be prepared for each national park

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/s5.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/s5.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/s5.html


NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT 1974 

72AA OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT OF PLANS OF MANAGEMENT
(1) The following matters are to be taken into consideration in the preparation of a plan of management for land reserved under this Act-

(a) the relevant management principles,
(b) the conservation of biodiversity, including the maintenance of habitat, ecosystems and populations of threatened species,
(c) the protection and appreciation of objects, places and structures of cultural significance, and tracts of land,
(d) the protection of landscape values and scenic features,
(e) the protection of geological and geomorphological features,
(f) the protection of wilderness values and the management of wilderness areas,
(g) the maintenance of natural processes,
(h) the rehabilitation of landscapes and the reinstatement of natural processes,
(i) fire management,
(j) in the case of a plan of management for a national park, nature reserve or karst conservation reserve, the prohibition of the execution of any works 

adversely affecting the natural condition or special features of the park or reserve,
(k) the potential for the reserved land to be used by Aboriginal people for cultural purposes,
(l) the provision of opportunities for public understanding and appreciation of natural and cultural heritage values, including opportunities 

for sustainable visitor or tourist use and enjoyment of the reserved land,
(m) the adaptive reuse of buildings and structures,
(n) the appropriate (including culturally appropriate) and ecologically sustainable use of the reserved land, including use by lessees, licensees and 

occupiers of the land,
(o) the preservation of catchment values,
(p) the encouragement of appropriate research into natural and cultural features and processes, including threatening processes,
(q) the identification and mitigation of threatening processes,
(r) the statutory natural resource management, land use management plans and land management practices of land surrounding or within a region of the 

reserved land,
(s) the regional, national and international context of the reserved land, the maintenance of any national and international significance of the 

reserved land and compliance with relevant national and international agreements, including the protection of world heritage values and the 
management of world heritage properties,

(t) benefits to local communities,
(u) the social and economic context of the reserve so as to ensure, for example, that the provision of visitor or tourist facilities is appropriate to the 

surrounding area or that pest species management programs are co-ordinated across different tenures,
(v) the protection and management of wild rivers,
(w) the impact of the management and the use of land acquired under Part 11 on the reserved land's management.
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NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT 1974 

73A PUBLIC EXHIBITION AND CONSULTATION FOR PLANS OF MANAGEMENT

(1) When a plan of management is prepared, the responsible authority must give notice 
of the preparation of the plan in accordance with the regulations.

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/s5.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/s5.html

